
Shrubs
Botanical Name Common Name
Abelia grandiflora Glossy Abelia
Abutilon palmeri               Indian Mallow
Aesculus californica      California Buckeye
Alyogyne huegelii           Blue Hibiscus
Atriplex canescens        Four-wing Saltbush
Atriplex glauca                  Saltbush
Atriplex lentiformis       Quail Saltbush
Baccharis glutinosa             Mule Fat
Baccharis pilularis                  Coyote Bush
*Bamboo Species
Buxus species  Boxwood  
Carissa grandiflora               Natal Plum
Ceanothus spp.                     California Lilac
Cistus spp.                             Rockrose
Coprosma repens                 Mirror Plant
*Dicksonia antartica Tasmanian Tree Fern
Echium candicans                  Pride of Madiera
Elaeagnus pungens                 Silverberry
Encelia californica                 California Sunflower
Eriobotrya deflexa                 Bronze Loquat
Eriophyllum confertiflorum Golden Yarrow
Escallonia spp.                        Escallonia
Euryops pectinatus                  Shrub Daisy
Feijoa sellowiana                 Pineapple Guava
Galvezia speciosa                 Bush Snapdragon
Heteromeles arbutifolia      Toyon
Ilex species                           Holly
Lavandula spp.                      Lavender
Leptospermum scoparium    New Zealand Tea Tree
Ligustrum japonicum             Japanese Privot
Mahonia aquifolium               Oregon Grape
Myoporum laetum                Myoporum
Myrtus communis                  Myrtle
Nerium Oleander                    Dwarf Oleander
Photina spp.                            Photina
Pittosporum tobria                 Tobria
Plumbago auriculata                Cape Plumbago
Podocarpus henkelii Henkel’s Yellowwood
Prunus caroliniana                                             Carolina Laurel Cherry                               

*Shall be planted a minimum 30 feet away from any combustible structure. The Fire Department 
may make exceptions for various species they deem as being more fire-resistant.
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Prunus ilicifolia                        Hollyleaf Cherry
Punica granatum                     Pomegranate
Pyracantha species                  Firethorn
Quercus dumosa                      Coast Scrub Oak
Rhamnus californica                Coffeeberry
Rhaphiolepis indica                 India Hawthorn
Rhus integrifolia                     Lemonadeberry
Ribes speciosum                      Fuchsia-flowered Gooseberry
Rosa species                              Rose
Rosa banksiae                         Lady Bank’s Rose
Salvia greggii                              Autumn Sage
Salvia leucantha                       Mexican Bush Sage
Santolina chamaecyparissus                          Lavender Cotton                        
Trichostema lanatum            Wooly Blue Curls
Westringia fruticosa               Coast Rosemary
Xylosma congestum                 Shiny Xylosma

Perennials
Botanical Name Common Name
Achillea species Yarrow
Agapanthus species        Lily-of-the-Nile
Amaryllis belladonna                Naked Lady
Anigozanthos species       Kangaroo Paw
Artemisia “powis castle” Wormwood
Baileya multiradiata            Desert Marigold
Camissonia cheiranthifolia          Beach Evening Primrose
Camellia species              Camellia
Clivia miniata                              Clivia
Coreopsis grandiflora Large-Flowered Tickseed
Coreopsis maritime                  Sea Dahlia
Dietes species                             Fortnight Lily
Felicia ammeloides                    Blue Marguerite
Heuchera species/hybrids         Coral Bells
Iris douglasiana                             Pacific Coast Iris
Kniphofia uvaria                       Red-hot Poker
Lantana species                         Lantana
Limonium perezii                     Sea Lavender
Narcissus species              Daffodil
Oenothera species      Primrose
Penstemon species                        Beardtongue
Senecio cineraria                      Dusty Miller
Sisyrinchium bellum            Blue-eyed Grass
Tagetes lemmonii             Mountain Marigold
Tulbaghia violacea           Society Garlic
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Ground Covers
Botanical Name Common Name
Ajuga reptans Carpet Bugle
Aptenia cordifolia Red Apple Iceplant
Arctostaphylos edmundsii ‘Little Sur’ Little Sur Manzanita
Arctostaphylos hookeri ‘Monterey carpet’ Monterey Carpet Manzanita
Baccharis pilularis ‘Twin Peaks’ or ‘Pigeon 
Point’ 

Coyote Bush

Carex species Sedge
Carissa macrocarpa   Natal Plum          
Ceanothus griseus horizontalis Ceanothus
Cerastium tomentosum Snow-in-summer
Delosperma alba White Trailing Iceplant
Delosperma cooperi Pink Carpet
Dymondia margaretea Silver Carpet
Erigeron karvinskianus Fleabane, Mexican Daisy
Fragaria chiloensis Wild Strawberry
Gazania hybrids Gazania species
Hedera helix English Ivy
Lampranthus species Iceplant
Lantana montevidensis Lantana
Mahonia repens Creaping Mahonia
Malephora crocea Iceplant
Malephora luteola Iceplant
Myoporum parvifolium Myoporum
Oenothera berlandieri Mexican Evening Primrose
Oenothera stubbei Saltillo Evening Primrose
Osteospermum  fruticosum Trailing African Daisy
Pelargonium peltatum                      Ivy Geranium                       
Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Prostratus’ Trailing Rosemary
Sagina subulata Irish Moss
Sedum brevifolium Stonecrop
Sedum confusum Stonecrop
Sedum rubrotinctum Pork and Beans
Senecio mandraliscae Blue Chalk Sticks
Thymus species Thyme
Verbena species Verbena
Vinca minor Periwinkle
Vinca minor alba White Periwinkle
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Vines
Botanical Name Common Name
Bougainvillea species Bougainvillea
Calliandra haematocephala Pink Powder Puff
Clematis species Clematis species
Clytostoma callistegioides Violet Trumpet Vine
Distictis buccinatoria Blood-red Trumpet Vine
Distictis ‘Rivers’ Royal Trumpet Vine
Grape species Wine Grapes
Hardenbergia comptoniana Lilac Vine
Hedera helix English Ivy
Ipomoea tricolor Morning Glory
Mandevilla hybrids Mandevilla
Pandorea jasminoides Bower Vine
Parthenocissus tricuspidata Boston Ivy
Passiflora species Passion Vine
Rosa species Climbing Rose types
Thunbergia gregorii Orange Clock Vine
Trachelospermum jasminoides Star Jasmine
Vitis californica California Wild Grape
Wisteria sinensis Chinese Wisteria

Succulents and Cacti
Botanical Name Common Name
Aeonium species  
Agave species  
Aloe species  
Cereus peruvianus Peruvian Apple Cactus
Crassula argentea Jade Plant
Dudleya species  
Echeveria species Hen and Chicks
Euphorbia species  
Kalanchoe blossfeldiana Kalanchoe
Opuntia species Cacti
Sansevieria trifasciata Mother-in-law’s Tongue
Sedum species Stonecrop
Yucca gloriosa Spanish Dagger
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Following the 2007 wildfires, it was determined that certain species of palms increased the 
fire hazard due to tree form and lack of maintenance. The following is the Rancho Santa Fe 
Fire Protection District requirements for palm trees.

Palm Tree Requirements (Local Policy). Palm Trees that have fibrous tissue (Photograph 1) 
or leaf bases (Photograph 2) on the trunk shall be planted and maintained 30 feet from the 
tree’s drip line to any combustible structure. Some examples of tree species with fibrous 
tissue include:

Chamaerops humilis (Mediterranean Fan Palm)
Phoenix canariensis (Canary Island Date Palm) 
P. dactylifera (Date Palm)
P. reclinata (Senegal Date Palm)
P. roebelenii (Pygmy Date Palm)
Trachycarpus fortunei (Windmill Palm)

The Washingtonia robusta (Mexican Fan Palm) is an example of a palm tree with leaf bases. 
All dead palm fronds including older leaves that persist on the tree, forming a “skirt” of 
brown thatch (Photograph 3) shall be removed annually; this requirement applies to palms 
within 100 feet of any structure or within 30 feet of a driveway or roadway.
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To provide safer wildfire evacuation routes for residents and adequate access routes 
for fire engines, all roadways must be free of obstructions. Start at the edge of the 
improved roadway/driveway surface and measure 13 feet, 6 inches straight up 
from the gournd. This area must remain free of obstructions like overhanging tree 
branches, vegetation, signs, gates, etc.

Vertical Clearance
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